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ICASA Thrilled by President’s Proclamation

Today sexual assault victims receive much-needed support from the highest office in the land. The Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault is thrilled that President Barack Obama released the first ever presidential proclamation against sexual violence and proclaimed April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month. This action rings loud and clear across our nation that sexual violence should not be tolerated in our communities. 
“President Obama has stepped forward to join rape crisis centers in supporting victims and help in our quest to end sexual violence,” ICASA Executive Director Polly Poskin said. “All of us must build on his leadership and make our communities safer for everyone.”

Sexual Assault is an epidemic across our state, with studies showing that 1 in 7 Illinois women will be the victim of rape in her lifetime. It is crucial that we stop sexual violence before it impacts another sister, daughter, mother, son, brother, friend or community.

President Obama’s proclamation demonstrates the importance of supporting survivors, preventing sexual violence and maintaining rape crisis services to victims in our communities. Currently, rape crisis centers across the state are holding events promoting Sexual Violence Awareness Month, but we dream of a year when these events won’t need to be held because sexual violence no longer exists.

It is ironic that the President’s proclamation comes the same year that Gov. Quinn is proposing a 10% cut in funding to rape crisis centers in Illinois. Rape crisis centers provide crucial services to rape victims 24-hours-a-day, 7-days-a-week, 365-days-a-year. The centers provide free and confidential counseling and advocacy services that assist rape victims in their recovery.

“Rape crisis centers provide an invaluable and necessary service in our communities,” Poskin said. “It is crucial that funding be restored to rape crisis services at the same level as last year. The President’s vision should be a catalyst for renewed effort to support victims of rape and end sexual violence.” 
ICASA urges all Illinois citizens to join that vision.
President Obama’s proclamation can be found here http://www.icasa.org/index.aspx?pageid=954
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