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Drugs and alcohol have long been favored tools of rapists.  With these substances as accomplices to the crime, a rapist faces less resistance from the victim, a greater chance that the victim will be fearful of coming forward, less likelihood that the criminal justice system will validate her claim, and, most significantly, a decreased possibility that she will ever remember what happened.


Today, more training is available for law enforcement officers who investigate these challenging cases.


The issue of drug-facilitated sexual assault gained statewide and national attention in the late 1990’s.  The Illinois Attorney General sponsored two interdisciplinary statewide summits to problem-solve on this issue, with a particular emphasis on the campus response to such cases.  In 1998, Illinois changed its law to increase the level of offense if a rapist gave a victim drugs or alcohol without her knowledge or consent before raping her.  At the same time, the law mandated that law enforcement and hospitals inform victims of their rights and options after a drug-facilitated sexual assault.  Around the state, interdisciplinary committees that often included staff from rape crisis centers, developed model procedures for agencies that respond to these cases, including campuses, health care providers and law enforcement.  Procedures and forms were developed for the most prompt and accurate collection and analysis of evidence.  


But written documents can only go so far when agencies are working to respond to a new and devastating crisis like drug-facilitated sexual assault.  The evidence in such cases is so elusive and so fleeting that new techniques were needed to capture it.


Developed initially as the brainchild of Nancee Brown, Legal/Medical Advocate at the Center for Prevention of Abuse, ICASA and the Illinois State Police teamed this past summer to train 10 teams of one law enforcement officer and one legal advocate.  These teams, drawn from communities across the state, were instructed on the array of new drugs being used in such cases.  They learned the necessity of collecting all kinds of evidence in drug-facilitated cases.  They studied ways to overcome the challenges of interviewing a victim who has little or no memory of a crime committed against her.  They mastered training tools ranging from icebreakers to Powerpoint.  Finally, they practiced training each other on these topics.  


Each training team models a collaborative approach to these cases. The team members can speak knowledgeable about the complimentary roles of the law enforcement officials and the crisis center advocates and promote advocates involvement in cases. In any sexual assault case, the presence of an advocate, to support and inform the victim, increases the likelihood of a successful law enforcement investigation.  In a drug-facilitated sexual assault, where the victim may be completely unaware of what happened to her, the importance of the advocate increases.  By modeling their work as collaborative, each team can emphasize to the law enforcement officers they train that a key tool they have for success is a dedicated advocate.


Today each of these teams is prepared to train law enforcement around the state on the topic of drug-facilitated sexual assault.  

This training, designed as a one-day, interactive course, is available throughout the state of Illinois now.  To schedule a training in your area, contact Illinois State Police Trooper Tracy Atterberry at (217) 786-6902.  
