
A conference is coming!  A conference is coming!  Behind the scenes it’s a flurry of activity.  Registrations are accepted, questions answered, schedules arranged and rearranged, meeting rooms selected and activities planned. Despite the workload and over load of work, we stay the course.  To every registrant, exhibitor, honored guest and workshop presenter, our best foot is out front and forward.  Yes, ICASA is the co-host for a big conference.  With the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), ICASA will bring the Second National Sexual Violence Prevention Conference to Chicago May 28-31.  It will feature nationally renowned speakers and leaders in the movement against sexual assault including: Dr. Beth Richie, Dr. Nan Stein, Dr. Dean Kilpatrick, Patricia Resick, Gayle Stringer, Barri Rosenbluth, Fran Henry and Andrea Dworkin.


Registrations are currently being taken for the conference.  More than 800 people are expected to attend, with every state in the nation and several foreign countries represented.  Participants can register online at www.icasa.org and pay via VISA or MasterCard.  Registration forms can also be downloaded from www.icasa.org and mailed to the ICASA Administrative Office in Springfield.  If participants register before May 3, the conference fee is $235.  Registrations after May 3 will be $275. Students and Senior Citizens can register for $100.  One-day registrations are also available.


The conference begins Tuesday evening, May 28 with a panel featuring Jamie Kalven and Patricia Weaver Francisco.  These authors have written poignant, insightful personal accounts about the impact of rape on their own lives and those they love.  The authors will be available for a book signing during a reception to follow the panel.


Dr. Beth Richie, a professor at the University of Illinois at Chicago, will open the first full day on Wednesday, May 29 with a keynote presentation. That day Dr. Linda Williams, Dr. Dean Kilpatrick, Barri Rosenbluth, Dr. Nan Stein and Gayle Stringer will present three-hour institutes concurrent with dozens of workshops and roundtables addressing all aspects of the work against sexual violence will also be available. Thursday highlights include a plenary session by Fran Henry and institutes by Patricia Resick and Lynn Short.  The activity will continue after nightfall as legendary blues singer Koko Taylor is slated to perform.  The event will be free to all conference participants.


The conference ends on Friday with a closing plenary by Tillie Black Bear, Native American.


An exhibit hall will be available for participants to tour throughout the conference.  Several organizations will be represented, including the National Sexual Violence Resource Center, Men Can Stop Rape, and the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority.  A Chicago bookstore, Women and Children First, will also set up shop, enabling participants to purchase books and materials discussed at the conference.


The CDC is to be commended for its leadership in ending sexual violence against women, children and men.  It has stepped up to the plate once again by offering this second national conference for anti-rape workers and related professionals.


No one learns in formal education about how to do anti-rape work.  We need conferences for knowledge, inspiration and the development of professional relationships.


Rape crisis centers and state coalitions have changed practices in hospitals, police departments, the courts and mental health agencies to help women and children recover from the emotional and physical violation of rape.  As we continue this work, we are honored and fortified by CDC’s partnership and national leadership.

INFO BOX

The Conference

 What: 2002 National Sexual Violence Prevention Conference

 When: May 28-31, 2002

 Where: Chicago Downtown Marriott, Chicago, IL.

 Registration Deadline: May 3 (Early Registration), May 28

 How to Register: Online at www.icasa.org or by completing the registration form available at www.icasa.org and mailing it to: ICASA, Att: Kendra Seaton, 100 N. 16th Street, Springfield, IL, 62703. 

